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“And… How Is It Going? Preaching Itself as a Difficult Conversation” 
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Illustration One: Listener Response to the Homily 

 

THE SUNDAY HOMILY 

THAT I LAST HEARD        

 

Please circle the number that gives your most 

accurate response to the Sunday homily that you last 

heard. 
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1. This Sunday homily made me feel full of life. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

6 7 

 

2. This homily had a central idea that I can still 

remember.  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

3. This homily used words, examples, and images 

that I related to. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

4. Through this homily, I deepened my relationship 

with God/Jesus Christ/the Holy Spirit. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

5. This homily helped me in the struggles of my 

daily life. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

6. This homily spurred me to act more like Jesus. 

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

7. This homily spoke a personal message to me.  

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

8.  This homily helped me to understand the 

Scriptures better. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

9. This homily opened my heart to more fully 

receive the Eucharist. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

10. This homily inspired a constructive discussion 

among my family and friend(s). 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

11. If I had a video or a written copy of this homily, 

or a link to it on the web, I would recommend it or 

give it to a friend.   
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12. On a scale of 0 to 10, ten being the very best, how would you rate how well this particular homily 

connected you with God?  Put an (X) on the spot that best represents your perspective:  

 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
I did not 

connect with  

God through this  

homily 

 I somewhat 

connected 

with God  

through 

 the homily 

 I definitely  

connected with 

God through  

this homily 

                       

        

 

13. On a scale of 0 to 10, ten being the very best, how would you rate how well this particular homily 

motivated you to deepen your commitment to God?  Put an (X) on the spot that best represents your 

perspective:  

 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
Completely 

demotivating 

 Somewhat 

motivating 

 Very 

motivating 

 

 

 

 

14. On a scale of 0 to 10, how would you rate the quality of the last homily that you heard in relation to 

other public speaking that you have heard in the non-religious (e.g. education, sports, political, TV, or 

entertainment) world?  Put an (X) on the spot that best represents your perspective. The homily was: 
 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
Much worse  About the same  Much better 

 

 

 

15.  If you could tell this homilist anything about how to improve his preaching, what would you tell him?  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Initials of the homilist evaluated________ Time of Mass attended______________ 

 
     

Thanks for your input! 
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Illustration Two.  Measuring the Long-term Impact of Preaching for Discipleship Growth  

 

 

THE LONG-TERM IMPACT OF PREACHING 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Please describe your experience of what has happened in your life as a 

result of the preaching that you have heard this year. Circle the number 

of agreement that most accurately describes what you have experienced. 
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1.    I have gained courage in overcoming the obstacles in my life. 
1 2 3 4 5 

2.    I have felt closer to God. 
1 2 3 4 5 

3.    I have a stronger understanding of Scripture.  
1 2 3 4 5 

4.    I am more willing to speak about my faith to others. 
1 2 3 4 5 

5.    I am more motivated to act charitably as Jesus did.  
1 2 3 4 5 

6.    I have improved my attitude and I am happier. 
1 2 3 4 5 

7.    I have grown in my understanding of Church teaching. 
1 2 3 4 5 

8.    I know better how to integrate my faith with my world.  
1 2 3 4 5 

9.    I understand life more clearly.   
1 2 3 4 5 

10.  I stay in touch with God and pray more. 
1 2 3 4 5 

11.  I am more committed to improving my relationship with Jesus. 
1 2 3 4 5 

12.  I understand better the kind of person that God wants me to be. 
1 2 3 4 5 

13.  I participate more actively at Mass. 
1 2 3 4 5 

14.  I more deeply appreciate the Eucharist. 
1 2 3 4 5 

15.  I am more aware of how and where God is calling me. 
1 2 3 4 5 

16.  I have grown in compassion for the world in which I live. 
1 2 3 4 5 

17.  I have turned my life back to Jesus. 
1 2 3 4 5 

18.  I have done more to serve the poor and marginalized. 
1 2 3 4 5 

19.  I participate more actively in my parish. 
1 2 3 4 5 

20.  I have become more forgiving and merciful to others. 
1 2 3 4 5 
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Interdenominationally—What is a working definition of homiletical excellence; 
what are our common aspirations for preaching? How are we doing in the field? 

Where are our strengths and weaknesses in Christian preaching practice? 

Denominationally - What is the goal of Sunday preaching? How 
well are we doing in achieving those goals? 

Congregationally - What are the desired communal 
outcomes for  ongoing preaching? 

Individually - what is the desired 
outcome for this particular Sunday 

message in this particular 
congregation? 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustration Three. Integrating Preaching Practice and Homiletics Instruction 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excellence in 

Preaching 

Practice 

Individually - what is the desired 
outcome for excellence for this practice 

homily of this particular homiletics 
student? 

Homiletics Course - which of the outcomes for 
excellence in preaching practice will this particular 

course work toward? 

Homiletics Curriculum - what are the continually more demanding 
outcomes for growth in excellence to prepare our students for 

stellar preaching practice upon graduation/ordination? 

Comprehensive Seminary Integration - how do all of the elements of seminary (or 
university) training and formation integrate into the development of a preacher 

who is prepared for excellence in preaching practice? 

Integration between Excellence in 

Preaching Practice and Outcomes for 

Homiletics Instruction 

Outcomes for 

Homiletics 

Instruction 


